
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2009-16-T- ORDERNO. 2009-743

OCTOBER23,2009

ProposedAmendmentsto Commission
RegulationsRegardingCharterBusesand
Limousines

) ORDER
) PROMULGATING
) PROPOSED
) AMENDMENTS TO
) COMMISSION
) REGULATIONS

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") for consideration of promulgation of various revisions to the

transportation regulationsof the Commission. In the State Register, the proposed

regulations, a Statement of Need and Reasonablenessfor the regulations, and a

PreliminaryFiscal Impact Statementwerepublished. This Commissionalsopublisheda

Notice of PublicHearing,which statedthatthe Commissionhadscheduleda hearingfor

July8, 2009,at 2:45p.m. to takeplacein theCommission'sHearingRoom.

Pursuantto S.C.Code§ 1-23-111,ahearingwasheldonJuly 8,2009at2:45p.m.

in the Commission'sHearingRoomwith theHonorableElizabethB. Fleming,Chairman,

presiding. All jurisdictional documentswere submittedinto the record as a Hearing

Exhibit, which wasadmittedinto evidence.JocelynG. Boyd,DeputyClerk, outlinedthe

proposedregulations.

Pursuantto evidencepresentedat thehearing,we herebyissuethewritten report

required under Section 1-23-111 of the South Carolina Code and promulgatethe
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proposedrevisionsto CommissionRegulations.. Theproposedamendmentswill create

uniformity and eliminateambiguity in the Commission'sRegulationsgoverningcharter

busesandlimousines.

Regulation103-102(5)will beamendedto statethata "charterbus" is apassenger

carrierequippedto carry sixteen(16) or morepassengers.Regulation103-102(31)will

be addedto statethat the numberof passengersa vehicle is deemedequippedto carry

may becalculatedusingthe numberof seatbeltsin the vehicle,or alternatively,may be

calculatedusing the method for determiningseatingcapacity set out in the Federal

TransportationRegulationsat 49 C.F.R.§387.29. Additionally, Regulation103-102(31)

providesthatefforts to circumventregulationor proper licensingby removingor altering

the numberof seatbeltsin a vehicle and/orotherwisealtering the seatingconfiguration

will not absolve the carrier from failing to obtain the proper certificate from the

Commission. Regulation 103-102(32)will be addedto define "passenger"as every

personcarriedor riding in a motorcarrier,includingthedriver.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT:

1. The amendments to Regulation 103-102(5) and the addition of Regulations

103-102(31), and 103-102(32) are promulgated as proposed. These changes to the

regulations shall be submitted to the General Assembly for review pursuant to State law.
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2. This Ordershall remain in full forceand effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

Elizabeth_. Fleming,Chairman

ATTEST:

J'ol_"E.Howard,Vice Chairman

(SEAL)


